
 
 

July 6, 2021 
 
Honorable Chair Liane Randolph 
Honorable Board members 
California Air Resources Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Proposed Recent 15-day Amendments to the Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Omnibus 
Regulation and Associated Amendments 
 
 
Dear Chairman Randolph and members of the Board, 
  
In response to the California Air Resources Board proposed amendments to the Heavy-duty 
Omnibus Regulations, Environmental Defense Fund respectfully requests the Board strengthen 
protections for people and communities harmed by climate and air pollution. Heavy-duty diesel 
vehicles and engines discharge extensive smog-forming nitrogen oxides, deadly respirable diesel 
particles, and climate-destabilizing pollution.1 The health burden from truck and bus pollution is 
substantial, causing adverse health impacts in utero, in infants and children, and in adults and the 
elderly – with those who live closest to our nation’s roads and highways, ports, distribution 
centers, freight depots and other well-known sources of truck pollution facing the greatest 
harms.2  Further, new zero emitting vehicles are available for deployment and economically 
reasonable to own and operate (providing extensive fuel and maintenance cost savings).3 
Adjustments to the Board’s standards should strengthen protections for people and communities 
afflicted by this extensive and dangerous air pollution by urgently transitioning to zero emitting 
vehicles at scale. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Peter Zalzal 
Environmental Defense Fund 
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